WHO WOULD HAVE IMAGINED [T? el
THESE GMOS ARE CREATING SUCH CONFUSION
ONE JUST CAN'T IGNORE THEM. EVERYONE TALKS
ABOUT THEM: THE PAPERS, THE TV ... LAWS
ARE BEING PASSED IN )
PARLIAMENTS.

[ EVEN T HAVE STARTED TO READ
( THE LABELS ON THE PRODUCTS TO SEE IF
THE THINGS T EAT CONTAIN GMOS.
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T LIKE CORN BUT I MUST CONFESS
I AM A LITTLE TROUBLED BY THE THOUGHT IT
COULD BE DIFFERENT FROM THE CORN I HAVE
ALWAYS EATEN UNTIL NOW. HOWEVER, T FEEL
REASSURED BY THE FACT THAT IN EUROPE THERE
ARE LAWS THAT CONTROL THE USE AND CONSUMPTION
OF GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANISMS. THIS IS NOT THE CASE
IN THE UNITED STATES. OVER THERE EVERYONE IS STARTING
TO USE GMOS. THEY ARE MUCH LESS WORRIED.
THEY DON'T CARE THAT SUCH ORGANISMS
MIGHT PROVE DANGEROUS.




GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANISMS
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WHO KNOWS WHO 1S RIGHT?
THE EUROPEANS WITH THEIR CAUTION,
OR THE AMERICANS WITH THEIR
NONCHALANCE?

WELL, ACTUALLY, T DON'T THINK

T HAVE HEARD OF A SINGLE CASE OF
A PERSON FALLING SICK AS A RESULT OF
HAVING CONSUMED GMOS. BUT T MIGHT
HAVE MISSED THAT NEWS.

WHAT ARE THESE
GMOS, ANYWAY?

IT SAYS HERE: |
“‘TRANSGENIC FOOPD /S DERIVED FROM
PLANTS OR ANIMALS THAT HAVE BEEN

IMPLANTED WITH DNA FROM OTHER
STRAINS OR SPECIES THAT MODIFIES
THEIR GENETIC CODE". T

AS A MATTER OF FACT, THOSE
WHO SUPPORT GENETIC MANIPULATION
CLAIM THAT BY MODIFYING THE DNA OF CERTAIN
PLANTS YOU CAN CREATE VARIETIES MORE
RESISTANT TO PARASITES OR DISEASE AND
THEREBY IMPROVE THE QUANTITY AND
QUALITY OF THE PRODUCE.
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SEE HERE:
THEY HAVE MODIFIED THE DNA OF <
SOME SORT OF NUT AND REMOVED A PROTEIN
THAT CAUSES ALLERGIES. THIS NUT IS NOW SAFER.
OR TAKE SOY AS EXAMPLE: IT HAS BEEN IMPLANTED WITH
A GERM GENE THAT MAKES SOY MORE RESISTANT TO HERBICIDES
SO THE PLANT CAN BE SPRAYED WITH HERBICIDES WITHOUT
SUFFERING HARM. WHEREAS THE GENETICALLY MODIFIED CORN
PRODUCES TOXINS OF A CERTAIN BACTERIA AND KILLS
SOME HARMFUL INSECTS: THIS LEADS TO
THE REDUCTION IN USE OF PESTICIDES THAT
ARE NOXIOUS TO ANIMALS AND
EVEN TO MAN.

NAY, IT'S NOT
THAT SIMPLE.

—F Tl
THOSE SCIENTISTS AND -
ECOLOGISTS WHO ARE CONTRARY TO THE GMOS
ARGLUE IT ISN'T TRUE THAT TRANSGENIC PLANTS
HAVE REDUCED THE USE OF PESTICIDES.

i I'VE RECORDED A TV TRANSMISSION

TO THE USE OF GMOS.
WHAT IS MORE, THEY CLAIM WE )

DON'T KNOW ENOUGH ABOUT
THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE GMOS AND WE
CAN'T THEREFORE PREDICT, AT PRESENT,
THE DAMAGE THAT SUCH ORGANISMS
COULD BRING TO FUTURE
GENERATIONS.

WITH THAT BIOLOGIST WHO |S OPPOSED

GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANISMS
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A FEW MOMENTS LATER...

THERE WAS ALSO AN
INTERNATIONAL APPEAL CONCERNING
THE DANGERS OF PATENTING
LIVING SPECIES.

... IT'S CALLED
THE PRINCIPLE
OF PRECALTION:

UNTIL WE ARE SURE THAT THE GMOS
HAVE NO HARMFUL EFFECT, THEY '
SHOULDN'T BE GROWN IN OPEN . e
FIELDS NOR SOLD ON THE MARKET. :
BUT THE REAL PROBLEM SEEMS TO
LIE JUST THERE: SOME
BIOTECHNOLOGICAL COMPANIES
AND A FEW AGRICULTURAL AND
FOOD MULTINATIONALS WHO SELL
TRANSGEN/IC FOOD, ARE STRONG
SLUPPORTERS OF GMOS.,

TRTTRT
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NOW, HOW DO YOU AsK
A COMPANY TO STOP
MAKING PROFITS?

—
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BESIDES, THERE IS
THE PROBLEM OF PROVIDING
ENOUGH FOOD FOR MANKIND. TRANSGENIC
FOOD COULD BE A SOLUTION TO THIS PROBLEM:
15 TRADITIONAL AGRICULTURE STILL AN Yoy
- OPTION AT ALL? .

UP TO 8 IN TWENTY YEARS TIME.
ALREADY NOW, 800 MILLION PEOPLE
SUFFER FROM MALNUTRITION.

THE GMOS OFFER A MUCH
HIGHER YIELD ... AND CAN BE
IMPROVED AT WILL.

TAKE CHINA: WITH 23% OF
THE WORLD'S POPULATION, AS T
HEAR, IT HAS ONLY 7% OF
THE ARABLE LAND.



WHAT WAS THE VITAMIN it
ISSUE? 125 MILLION PEOPLE ALL OVER
THE WORLD SUFFER FROM VITAMIN DEFICIENCY
DUE TO BAD NUTRITION. IN SWITZERLAND,
EXPERIMENTS ARE BEING CARRIED OUT WITH
TRANSGENIC RICE, SO CALLED GOLDEN RICE,
MODIFIED WITH THE GENES OF JONQUIL
AND SOME BACTERIA TO MAKE IT RICHER
IN VITAMIN A. WELL THEN, THIS COULD
SOLVE THE VITAMIN PROBLEM.

GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANISMS

... THE PROBLEM WITH THE GMOS /S
THAT IN ORDER TO HAVE CROPS WITH
NO, IT JUST DOESN'T 2 CONSTANT CHARACTERISTICS, THE §
SEEM RIGHT. WHAT DOES TRANSGEN/IC SEEDS HAVE TO BE
THE BIOLOGIST SAY? g PURCHASED EVERY YEAR FROM THE
i PROPUCING COMFPANIES.

THIS IS PARTLY DUE TO THE FACT THAT THE
COMPANY DOESN'T WANT 7O SELL ITS SEEDS
ONLY ONCE BUT WANTS THE FARMER TO
KEEP COMING BACK FOR SEEDS EVERY YEAR.
SO THE COMPANY TRIES IN EVERY WAY TO
MAKE THE TRADITIONAL SEEDS USELESS.




THE GROWERS BECOME ONE MUST KNOW

HEAVILY DEPENDENT ON THERE ARE ONLY A FEW,
THE AGRO-CHEMICAL COMPANY ¥ 3 } A VERY FEW, SUCH

THAT SUPPLIES THEM WITH “Kg Aj COMPANIES. X
SEEDS AND OTHER NECESSARY ’ . T
CHEMICALS, PUTTING THEIR FATE
; AT THE MERCY OF
THE COMPANY.

GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANISMS

. THOSE IN FAVOUR OF .
THE GMOS SAY THAT ANTITRUST BILLS, SIMILAR
TO THOSE IN THE U.S., COULD BE BROUGHT
FORWARD OR COMPETITION COULD BE
SUSTAINED THROUGH SPECIAL FUNDS.
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IS THIS REALLY A VIABLE
OPTION? MAYBE THE REAL
PROBLEM IS GENE PATENTING.

IN THE U.5.,

2000 PATENTS HAVE ALREADY
BEEN ISSUED AND THERE ARE 6,500
REQUESTS DEPOSITED SOLELY BY
CELERA GENOMICS ...

... THE FAMOUS SCIENTIFIC COMPANY
.\ THAT HAS DRAWN ALMOST THE ENTIRE
HUMAN GENOME MAP.

MORE FUNDS SHOULD BE GRANTED FOR
BASIC RESEARCH AND NO GENE PATENTS

PROBLEM: 1S THERE A WAY TO SOLVE
THE PROBLEMS OF HUMANKIND WITH
SOLIDARITY AND MUTUAL HELP ...




... OR MUST WE ACCEPT IT FOR
A FACT THAT THE SYSTEM FUNCTIONS ONLY IF
SOMEONE GETS SOMETHING OUT OF IT?

BUT WHAT IF THE
PATENT PROS ARE

Genetically Modified Organisms?

IN THE MEANTIME, T KEEP
CHECKING THE LABELS.
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